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Inventory in CNCentral 

CNCentral will calculate the number of inventory units site staff will need to pull to prepare the items 

and recipes on a daily menu. It will also adjust to account for what was actually prepared for the day for 

each item and recipe on a daily menu. This information will only be available if Inventory Unit (IU) and 

Purchase Unit (PU) information is entered into the Item Database for an item prior to it being added to a 

recipe or weekly menu. If data is not entered into these fields, the Inventory Units to Pull will be NULL. 

Many of the items in the GDSN and Generic Databases have IU and PU information already associated 

with the product and this information will be pre-populated if it exists and has been published by the 

manufacturer of this product to the GDSN database.  

Inventory is located in the Inventory tab from the Production Records Module. The inventory is dynamic 

and will adjust in real time based on the planned number of servings. If post production data is entered, 

the inventory amounts will update based on the actual portions served. The post production data will 

take precedence over the pre-production data if entered. For example, if a school is planning to prepare 

100 servings of pizza the # IU’s Pulled will be based on the 100 planned servings of pizza. If what actually 

gets prepared and entered into the post-production tab is 90 servings of pizza, the # IU’s Pulled will 

overwrite the calculation based on 100 to 90.  

To Enter Inventory Information into CNCentral for a Search or Entered Item:  

1. Click on the Item Database module from the left-hand side menu bar. Click the blue plus sign 

button to add an item via database search or manually entry. 

 

2. If using a database search, locate the item you’re looking for and click on it. If you’re manually 

entering the item, enter all required information and click the Save and Continue button. Click 

on the Cost & Inventory tab.  

 

 
 

3. Enter Purchase Unit and General Information. 

a. Select the Purchase Unit from the drop-down menu and enter data into any empty 

fields that you’d like to store data for (any fields that contain data will be grayed out and 
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will be un-editable). Select a Purchase Unit of User Specified if no other options are 

available.  

b. Enter a Purchase Unit Description if one is not auto-populated from information stored 

in GDSN.  

c. If you have the Vendor and Vendor ID, enter this to see this information in the 

Forecasting module if applicable.  

d. Enter your cost per case and/or cost per serving.   

 

4. Enter Inventory Units and Purchase Units 

a. Fill in any information that is missing (any fields that contain data will be grayed out and 

will be un-editable).  

b. All Inventory Unit and Purchase Unit fields must have data entered into them for the 

item to display inventory information in the inventory tab from the Production Records 

module. 

c. In many instances, this information will be auto-populated for you based on the data 

that’s in the GDSN database for the product. 
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5. Click Add to add this item to your local item database with all associated entered inventory 

information.  

 

 

6. Add the entered item to a recipe or menu. Inventory information will appear for the item in the 

Inventory tab from the Production Record module.  

 



Updated as of 3/5/2020 

 

7. Click the caret to expand the information displayed about an item. 

 


